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Highlights 

Company perspective 
Martin F. Ryser 
 
Since the early days of the outbreak, Johnson & Johnson has been working with industry partners, 
governments and health authorities to help end the fast-moving COVID-19 pandemic through the 
development of a preventive vaccine candidate against SARS-CoV-2. The search for a vaccine is being 
progressed by partnerships and collaborations including those between the Janssen Pharmaceutical 
Companies of Johnson & Johnson and the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority 
(BARDA), part of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, and the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center (BIDMC).  
 
Johnson & Johnson announced on March 30, 2020 that a lead COVID-19 vaccine candidate, Ad26.COV2.S 
(with two back-ups) has been identified from constructs our scientists had been working on since January 
2020. Our Phase 1/2a first-in-human clinical trial of the Janssen COVID-19 vaccine candidate in healthy 
volunteers, has commenced in the United States and Belgium. We have also initiated a Phase 2a study in 
the Netherlands, Spain and Germany, and a Phase 1 study in Japan. We launched our Phase 3 trial 
(ENSEMBLE) for Janssen’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate in September 2020, following positive interim 
results from the Phase 1/2a clinical study, which demonstrated that the safety profile and immunogenicity 
after a single vaccination were supportive of further development. 
 
Johnson & Johnson is committed to bringing an affordable COVID-19 vaccine to the public on a not-for-
profit basis for emergency pandemic use. We have ramped up our R&D processes to unprecedented 
levels, and our teams are working tirelessly to provide global access to Janssen’s COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate, if proven to be safe and effective. 
 
To look more in detail about this topic consult and freely download the presentation and the video 
recording here.  
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